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While at the CIA, William Barr dra�ed
letters calling for an end to the
Agency’s moratorium on destroying
records
Decades before he was Attorney General (twice), Barr served in
the Agency’s Office of Legislative Council in the wake of the the
Church Committee hearings

Written by JPat Brown Edited by Michael Morisy

A memo uncovered in the Central Intelligence Agency’s
declassified archives shows that during his time at the CIA’s Office
of Legislative Council, current Attorney General William P. Barr
dra�ed letters calling for the end of the moratorium on destroying
records imposed on the Agency ahead of the Church Committee
hearings.
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View the entire document with DocumentCloud

Barr, who served in the OLC from 1973 to 1977, frequently appears
in the OLC’s journal from that period, usually going by the far
more familiar “Bill.”
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View the entire document with DocumentCloud

The full memo and accompanying letter signed by then-CIA
Director George Bush is embedded below.

To print the document, click the "Original
Document" link to open the original PDF. At this
time it is not possible to print the document with

Sign Up Log In

https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/5912516-CIA-RDP77M00144R000800070004-6.html#document/p1/a494268
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/5912516-CIA-RDP77M00144R000800070004-6.html#document/p1/a494268
https://www.justice.gov/ag/staff-profile/meet-attorney-general
https://www.cia.gov/library/readingroom/docs/CIA-RDP79M00983A002200050001-9.pdf
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/5912582-CIA-RDP79M00983A002200050001-9.html#document/p1/a494277
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/5912582-CIA-RDP79M00983A002200050001-9.html#document/p1/a494277
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/5912582-CIA-RDP79M00983A002200050001-9.html#document/p1/a494277
https://www.muckrock.com/foi/create/
https://www.muckrock.com/accounts/
https://www.muckrock.com/accounts/login/?next=/news/archives/2019/apr/16/cia-barr-crest/
https://www.muckrock.com/


6/21/2020 While at the CIA, William Barr drafted letters calling for an end to the Agency's moratorium on destroying records • MuckRock

https://www.muckrock.com/news/archives/2019/apr/16/cia-barr-crest/ 3/7

CIA CREST DatabaseCIA CREST Database

annotations. Sign Up Log In

https://www.cia.gov/library/readingroom/collection/crest-25-year-program-archive/
https://www.muckrock.com/foi/create/
https://www.muckrock.com/accounts/
https://www.muckrock.com/accounts/login/?next=/news/archives/2019/apr/16/cia-barr-crest/
https://www.muckrock.com/


6/21/2020 While at the CIA, William Barr drafted letters calling for an end to the Agency's moratorium on destroying records • MuckRock

https://www.muckrock.com/news/archives/2019/apr/16/cia-barr-crest/ 4/7

Help us dig through the CIA's
declassified archives.

Find something interesting in CREST? Let us know via this
form.

Get MuckRock's weekly newsletter with FOIA news, tips,
d
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Would you like to sign up for the MuckRock mailing list?
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Email Required

Image in the public domain by the U.S. Department of Justice via
Wikimedia Commons
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